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Abstract

The Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program was created in 1996 when the state Legislature
enacted Assembly Bill 1890 (Brulte, Chapter 854, Statutes of 1996), California’s electric utility
restructuring legislation. This law required that funds be collected annually from the three investor-
owned electric utilities and deposited in the Public Interest Energy Research and Development
Account, to be invested by the Energy Commission in public interest energy-related research,
development, and demonstration (RD&D). Passage of this law shifted administration of public
interest RD&D from California’s investor-owned utilities to state government—a major change
intended to ensure the continuation of public interest energy RD&D.

The Energy Commission’s 2007 Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Annual report is prepared
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 25620.8. This report covers projects funded in the
period from January 1, 2007, through December 31, 2007. The Energy Commission’s Research,
Development, and Demonstration Division has supported public interest energy research,
development, and demonstration for renewable energy resources, advanced electricity generation,
transmission and distribution, transportation, energy efficiency and demand response, and climate
science. This latest annual report highlights recently funded research, completed projects, and
current activities.
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